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Terms of Union with the National Society   

Recognising its historic foundation, the school will preserve and develop 

its religious character in accordance with the principles of the Church at 

parish and diocesan level. The school aims to serve its community by 

providing education of the highest quality within the context of Christian 

belief and practice. It encourages an understanding of the meaning and 

significance of faith and promotes Christian values through the 

experience it offers all its pupils.  

The governing body will ensure that the school is led by a headteacher who is 

committed, with the help of staff, to preserve and develop the Christian 

character of the school in its day to day activities and in the curriculum.  

The governing body will offer a school life that incorporates the values of the 

Christian faith.  

The governing body will ensure that all pupils each day engage meaningfully 

in a real act of Christian worship which is in accordance with the faith and 

practice of the Church.  

The headteacher and the governing body will ensure that religious education 

is given at least five per cent of curriculum time and that such religious 

education is consistent with the faith and practice of the Church.  

The school should observe the major Christian festivals and, where those of 

other faiths are present in the school, ensure that they are able and 

encouraged to mark their major festivals with integrity.  

The school should maintain and develop an active and affirming 

relationship with the parish church of the parish in which the school is 

situated or a parish church of one of the parishes which the school serves.  

The school should proclaim that it is a Church school on its external 

signboard and on its stationery and make appropriate use of Christian 

symbols inside and outside the school.  

  

Produced by the Portsmouth and Winchester Diocesan Board of Education 
to mark the 200th anniversary of the National Society in 2011.  

   
References in these Terms of Union to “the Church” are to the Church of England in respect of schools situated in the Provinces of Canterbury or York.  

  
The governing body and the trustees of the school must ensure that the school is designated by the Secretary of State under section 69 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 (or any 

successor legislation) as having a religious character that is Church of England.  
  

The instrument of government of the school should describe its ethos in the manner set out above or in words to the same effect:  


