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How do we teach reading in Key Stage 1?
At Botley School, we combine daily phonics teaching with group, 1:1 and whole class reading, with time for the children to independently apply skills they have learnt. 
We teach comprehension skills across a variety of texts, including our writing driver texts. For example, we might retell the story, make predictions about a character or plot, talk about the effect of vocabulary on the reader and compare characters/settings etc. to other texts we have read. 
We assess the children continually in reading. You child will move up the book band colours at their own pace. We recognise that each child is an individual and therefore not all children will be reading at the same level. It is not helpful to compare your child’s book band to another child. Please also be aware that moving up a book bank is not based purely on whether the child can accurately read the words. There are many other aspects taken into consideration when assessing a child’s book band colour. For example:
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· Fluency 
· Expression
· Tricky word recognition
· Phonic sound recognition
· Self-correction
· Understanding and comprehension of what has been read

What is your role as the parent?
We expect reading learning to be carried on at home. Take time to sit and read with your child! This only needs to be 5-10 minutes per day but should be quiet, quality time where possible. We would encourage children to be reading every day, but ideally at least 4 x per week. It is important for your child to read to you, but also for you to read to your child. When they are being read to, children can see good reading behaviours modelled to them (for example, how to hold the book correctly, how to read fluently). We also encourage you to talk to your child about what you are reading together, help them build their confidence and most importantly, be positive!
When you are reading with your child, they will be practising and applying the skills they are learning in school. Some strategies you may see them employing are:
· Looking at the picture for clues (perfectly acceptable and a good visual clue!)
· Sounding it out (using segmenting and blending of phonics sounds (e.g. ch – a – t )
· Chunking it up (splitting word into smaller sections to make it easier to sound out 
e.g. m-i-d/n-igh-t)
· Try a different vowel sound (e.g. ‘i’ in ‘find’)
· Checking for sense (actually listening to what they are reading and realising when it doesn’t sound quite right) and self-correcting
How can I help my child at home?
When your child is learning and practising their reading, they aren’t always going to get it right! When giving feedback, wait for the child to finish the sentence/page. Don’t interrupt their ‘flow’ of reading.
Always start off with something positive (e.g. ‘I like how you tried a different sound for i in the word find when you noticed it didn’t sound right’) then draw their attention to the word/sentence that wasn’t quite right (e.g. or ‘When I say what you read, does it sound right? Let’s check that sentence again together.’)
You can also prompt them if they are struggling with a word which contains a phoneme they have been learning at school. These sounds will be sent out each week on the weekly round up.
You should also practise any phonics flashcards/tricky words which are sent home by your child’s teacher and it may be helpful to draw the child’s attention to these in their books, to see the words in context.
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