
Botley C of E Primary School 

English Overview Year 5/6 
 

Cycle A 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

 

Spring 1 

 

Spring 2 

 

Summer 1 

 

Summer 2 

Theme Title Scream Machine Gods and mortals Lay of the Land Fantastic Beasts Secrets of the Ancient 

Civilizations 

Lights, camera, action! 
(varied production theme) 

English 

Driver texts  

Series of Unfortunate 

events by Lemony 

Snicket 

 
 

Percy Jackson and the 

Lightning Thief 

 
 

Journey to River Sea 

Eva Ibbotson 

 
 

  

Rooftoppers by Katherine 

Rundell  

 
 

Secrets of the Sun King 

 

 

 

 

Coraline 

Writing Descriptive writing – 

contrasting description 

of the two houses (parts 

of speech, 

synonyms/antonyms 

subordinate clauses and 

prepositional phases)  

Diary writing – emotive 

piece from different 

perspectives based on 

experience of new home 

(parts of speech, relative 

clauses) 

Newspaper article – 

based on play at the end 

of the book when Olaf is 

now missing 

(formal/informal, 

direct/reported speech) 

Explanation Text –  

Fairground ride  

Non-chronological report   

Children to write a non-

chronological report on 

Greek gods and daemons  

Press release -Write a 

prisoner press release on 

the escape of Prisoner 42 

(now Thanatos, a Greek 

Daemon) 

 

Diary writing or 

newspaper article - Diary 

entry from different 

perspective (Virgo and 

Elliot) OR Newspaper 

report for the Daily Argus 

 

Narrative writing –                           

2 week unit developing 

their own narrative plot to 

retrieve one or all of the 

missing Chaos stones. OR 

Study a range of Greek 

myths and retell/write 

Non- Chronological report  

Children to write a non-

chronological report on the 

Amazon Rainforest 

 

Diary Entry 

How characters are 

treated by the new family 

 

Writing from different 

perspective: 

How different situations 

are viewed by different 

characters 

Argument text (is Charles 

a good parent?) 

formal/informal voice 

cohesive device within and 

between paragraphs 

different clause types 

semi-colons  

 

Survival Guide – Life on 

the Rooftops Formal/ 

informal voice linked to 

audience. Parenthesis 

(extra information/ asides) 

4 types of sentence – 

statement, command, 

question, exclamation  

 

Suspense writing (linked to 

life on the rooftops) 

Sentence structures (eg 

rhetorical questions, to 

indicate change of pace); 

punctuation for impact. 

Persuasive Letter 

As Lil, write a persuasive 

letter to the nurse, 

explaining why you should 

be able to see your 

Granddad early 

Formal tone/persuasive 

writing techniques 

 

Descriptive writing 

Write Mrs Mendoza’s story 

about the curse. 

Main/subordinate clause 

Use of colon and semi colon 

 

Explanatory Text 

Mummification horrible 

histories explanation 

 

Diary Entry 

 How Coraline felt about 

secret part of house and 

other family 

 

Descriptive writing 

Description of the Grand 

meal prepared.  

 

 

Narrative writing 

2 week unit developing 

their own narrative plot for 

their own horror story 



their own 

Theme 

writing 

  Persuasive writing  

 

Diary entry   

Spelling 

(Year 5) 

Review of Year 4 

prefixes 

Year 3/4 Word list 

Letter string –ough 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

-ious word endings 

Enddings that sound like 

/shl/ and are spelled –cial 

and –tial 

Year 5/6 Word List 

-able and –ible word 

endings 

-ably and –ibly word 

endings 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Silent letters 

-ant and –ent endings 

Words ending in –

ance/ancy and –ence/-ency 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Prefix revision 

Noun and adjective 

conversions to verbs 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Possessive apostrophes – 

plurals 

Turning adjectives into 

adverbs 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Spelling 

(Year 6) 

Year 5/6 Word List 

‘ei’ following the letter c 

Adding suffixes to words 

ending in –fer 

Using hyphens 

Words ending in –gue and –

que 

‘ch’ makes ‘’ and ‘sh’ sound 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Year 5/6 Word List 

-sure and –ture revision 

‘ou’ spells ‘u’ 

 

Suffix review 

/shun/ endings revision 

/shal/ and /shus/ endings 

review 

-able and –ible word 

endings review 

-ably and –ibly word review 

-ough letter string review 

Review homophones 

Review apostrophe use 

Year 5/6 Word List 

etymology 

‘ei’, ‘eigh’, ‘ey, ‘ea’, ‘aigh’ 

/s/ sound spelled ‘sc’ 

American and British 

spellings 

Technical vocabulary 

Let’s Think Tree 

 

Maker 

Voices lesson 1/2 

 

Voices lesson 2/2 

Snowmen  

 

Maps 

Survivors 

 

Window 

Conquerors 

 

Lulu 

Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



Cycle B 

 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Theme  

Title  

Fit in Five!  Home or away?  Tomorrow’s world and 

beyond  
Children of the Blitz  Secrets of the 

Ancient Civilizations 
Lights, camera, action!  
(varied production theme) 

Driver  

Texts  

Holes - Louis Sachar  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone – JK 

Rowling    

 

 

Video Clip 

Pandora  (Avatar) 

 

War of the Worlds 

Letters to the Lighthouse -  

Emma Carroll 

 

 

Secrets of the Sun King 

 

 

 

 

Production linked book  

Texts used have included 

Matilda, Mary Poppins and 

Alice in Wonderland. 

 

Writing Survival guide for Camp 

Green  

What children need to 

know in order to Survive 

being at Camp Green Lake. 

Formal tone 

Organisation of ideas 

Subject specific 

vocabulary.  

 

Non-Chronological report 

on Yellow spotted lizard 

Report on the creatures 

from the story. 

What they look like, 

behaviour. 

 

Descriptive writing 

Describing life on the lake 

100 years and ago and what 

the scene looks like now 

Embedded clauses 

Diary Entry 

When Harry made his 

journey to platform 9 ¾ 

Informal language 

Writing from characters 

perspective 

Write troll scene from 

Hermione’s point of view. 

Write in first person. Build 

tension and suspense 

Setting descriptions 

Write setting description 

for the forbidden forest. 

Use of personification. 

Main/subordinate clause. 

Simple, compound and 

complex sentences 

Instructions  

How do retrieve the 

Philosopher’s Stone. 

 

Persuasive text 

Non Chron report  

 Life on Pandora 

 

Narrative writing: 

Re-write section of story 

form point of view of 

characters 

 

Newspaper article: 

War of the Worlds – alien 

landing. 

Character Study 

Explore the character of 

Ephraim, considering what 

he may be hiding and his 

possible motives 

 

Newspaper article. 

Children will write a 

newspaper article about 

the rescue of the refugee 

boat. 

 

Report Writing 

London in the Blitz 

 “Eyewitness” Accounts 

Persuasive Letter 

As Lil, write a persuasive 

letter to the nurse, 

explaining why you should 

be able to see your 

Granddad early 

Formal tone/persuasive 

writing techniques 

 

Descriptive writing 

Write Mrs Mendoza’s 

story about the curse. 

Main/subordinate clause 

Use of colon and semi 

colon 

 

Explanatory Text 

Mummification horrible 

histories explanation 

 

Letter writing 

Letter of complaint for 

treatment at the Tea Party 

 

Dairy Entry 

Alice’s perspective of what 

happened in Wonderland 

 

Character descriptions 

Look into character’s such 

as Mad Hatter, Rabbit, 

Cheshire Cat etc 

 



Relative clauses 

Recap on expanded noun 

phrases 

 

Explanatory text 

Circulatory system  

 

 

“selling Botley” as a place to 

live 

 

Spelling 

(Year 5) 

Review of Year 4 prefixes 

Year 3/4 Word list 

Letter string –ough 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

-ious word endings 

Enddings that sound like 

/shl/ and are spelled –cial 

and –tial 

Year 5/6 Word List 

-able and –ible word 

endings 

-ably and –ibly word 

endings 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Silent letters 

-ant and –ent endings 

Words ending in –ance/ancy 

and –ence/-ency 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Prefix revision 

Noun and adjective 

conversions to verbs 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Possessive apostrophes – 

plurals 

Turning adjectives into 

adverbs 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Spelling 

(Year 6) 

Year 5/6 Word List 

‘ei’ following the letter c 

Adding suffixes to words 

ending in –fer 

Using hyphens 

Words ending in –gue and –

que 

‘ch’ makes ‘’ and ‘sh’ sound 

Year 5/6 Word List 

Year 5/6 Word List 

-sure and –ture revision 

‘ou’ spells ‘u’ 

 

Suffix review 

/shun/ endings revision 

/shal/ and /shus/ endings 

review 

-able and –ible word 

endings review 

-ably and –ibly word review 

-ough letter string review 

Review homophones 

Review apostrophe use 

Year 5/6 Word List 

etymology 

‘ei’, ‘eigh’, ‘ey, ‘ea’, ‘aigh’ 

/s/ sound spelled ‘sc’ 

American and British 

spellings 

Technical vocabulary 

Let’s Think  Last stop   

The Island 

Window   

Giving Tree   

  

Black hole    

The Maker   

Staircase  Feathers   We are the conquerors    Maps   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 

 

 



 
 


